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Friday May 8, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 3,847,047 269,594 1,285,964 No Data 
United States 1,256,972 75,670 195,036 8,105,513 
New Jersey 133,991 8,807 15,642 292,658 
New York 327,469 26,144 55,547 1,089,916 
Connecticut 31,784 2,797 5,413 116,174 
Information as of 5/8/20 at 0400 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
 
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on public health 
emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better address 
preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of high-fidelity simulation 
in medical education while finding new focus on pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control for frontline 
responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions regarding 
public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, using first-




 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has updated guidance on 
communication tools for travelers.  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/travelers/communication-resources.html  
 The CDC has updated its previously released guidance on cleaning and disinfecting 
measures as related to the COVID-19 outbreak.  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/cleaning-disinfecting-decision-tool.html  
 The CDC has released updated information related to large events or mass-gatherings 
and what kind of preparations may be necessary to proceed with or postpone them. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-
ready-for-covid-19.html  
 The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced a three-phase plan for resuming 
regular operations at its medical centers, benefit offices and national cemeteries in a 
post-COVID-19 setting. https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5443  
 The VA announced that it has expanded support services enabled by the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, to make available immediate relief for 
Veterans experiencing or at risk of homelessness during the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic. https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5442  
 
 
The White House 
 The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has 
unveiled Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on 
the advice of public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when 
reopening their economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect 
American lives. https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 







United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for May 7, 2020 (included issuing warning letters to two 
companies selling COVID-19 fraudulent products) 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-daily-roundup-may-7-2020  
 FDA announces a hearing on May 12, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., titled: COVID-19: 
Safely Getting Back to Work and Back to School  
 https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-
back-to-school  
 FDA releases report regarding Serology Test Performance 
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/eua-
authorized-serology-test-performance  
 FDA Continues to Combat Fraudulent COVID-19 Medical Products 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-continues-combat-fraudulent-covid-19-medical-products  
 FDA Issues Guidance on Reporting and Mitigating Animal Drug Shortages during 





Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 HHS Office of Civil Rights (OCR) issues Guidance on Covered Health Care 
Providers and Restrictions on Media Access to Protected Health Information 
about Individuals in Their Facilities  
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/guidance-on-media-and-film-crews-access-
to-phi.pdf  
 Child Care.gov Connects COVID-19 Essential Workers and Other Parents to 




Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
 
Daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s new weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s travel recommendations by country: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html  
 




To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Pfizer announces start of COVID-19 human vaccine trial 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04368728?term=pfizer&cond=COVID-
19&draw=2&rank=1 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Latest CMS update: 
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-news-alert-may-7-2020  
 
To view the CMS memo to state agencies regarding laboratory, testing and resources: 
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/admin-info-20-06-clia.pdf  









 New York State is collaborating with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to develop a 
blueprint to reimagine education in the new normal. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/amid-ongoing-covid-19-pandemic-governor-cuomo-
announces-collaboration-gates-foundation-develop  
 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo is extending the Executive Order allowing out-of-state 
health care professionals to practice in New York 
State. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20227-continuing-temporary-suspension-
and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency  
 Northwell Health has released a video on Adult Proning and Supine Positioning 
Techniques. The guidance discusses safe patient handling equipment, techniques, and 
aids. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0aOF9zqRW0&feature=youtu.be  
 The State's moratorium on COVID-related residential and commercial evictions will be 
extended until August 20. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/amid-ongoing-covid-19-
pandemic-governor-cuomo-announces-moratorium-covid-related-evictions-will  
 "Nourish New York" is making sure food doesn't go to waste and instead goes to people 
who are in need. The new initiative helps to address two problems at once: excess 
agricultural products at New York farms and food insecurity.  
 
New York State Department of Health 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
Latest information about COVID-19 testing: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
List of positive cases by county in New York State: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  
Governor Cuomo’s Plan to Reopen New York: 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/new-york-forward   
NYS DOH latest Health Advisory regarding inflammatory disease in children potentially related to 
COVID-19: https://health.ny.gov/press/releases/2020/docs/2020-05-
06_covid19_pediatric_inflammatory_syndrome.pdf  






 Governor Ned Lamont announced that due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, he is 
ordering in-person classes at all K-12 public school facilities in Connecticut to remain 
canceled for the rest of the 2019-2020 academic year and continue providing distance 
learning during this period. https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-
Releases  
 Governor Lamont has issued Executive Order No. 7II, enacting the following provisions: 
o Extension of school class cancellations for remainder of school year. 
o Authorization for the Department of Social Services commissioner to temporarily 
waive, modify, or suspend home health regulatory requirements. 
o Extend date for imposition of a late fee for obtaining dog licenses from July 1, 
2020 to August 1, 2020. 
o Authority to waive certain requirements for the issuance of vouchers under the 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children. 
o https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-
Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7II.pdf?la=en  
 In recognition of the impact of COVID-19, the Connecticut Department of Revenue 
Services (DRS) has extended the application deadline for municipalities to submit their 
locally approved Neighborhood Assistance Act project proposals until July 31, 2020. 
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases  
 Governor Lamont announced that he has received a detailed report containing 
recommendations for a phased reopening of colleges and universities in Connecticut in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-
Governor/News/20200506-Recommendations-to-Governor-Lamont-for-a-phased-
reopening-of-colleges-and-universities.pdf?la=en  
 Governor Lamont issued Executive Order No. 7JJ, enacting the following provisions: 
o Applicability of Executive Order No. 7S, Section 8 – Suspension of reapplication 
filing requirement for the Homeowners’ Elderly/Disabled, Circuit Breaker Tax 
Relief Program and for the Homeowners’ Elderly/Disabled Freeze Tax Relief 
Program. 
o Distance learning and remote testing certification for DEEP programs. 
o Tolling of land use and building permits. 
o Allowance of suspension of in-person voting requirements by members of the 
public for critical and time-sensitive municipal decisions. 
o https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-
Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7JJ.pdf?la=en  
 Governor Lamont announced that his administration is lifting certain regulations on who 
can order diagnostic tests to allow for a major expansion of COVID-19 testing in the 
State. This includes the suspension of the requirement that patients receive a referral 
from a physician or other prescribing medical provider (such as a physician assistant, 
advanced practice registered nurse, licensed practical nurse, or certified nurse 
practitioner) prior to being administered a COVID-19 test, and the modification of state 
laws and regulations in order to allow these tests to be conducted by pharmacists. 
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases  
 Executive Order No. 7KK enacts the following provisions: 
o Pharmacists are permitted to order and administer Food and Drug 




 Acting on a commitment to further expand New Jersey’s health care workforce in 
response to COVID-19, Governor Phil Murphy and Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal 
announced today that recent graduates of nursing, physician assistant, pharmacy, and 
respiratory care therapy programs who have not yet been able to take and pass their 
licensing exams will be granted temporary emergency licenses. The New Jersey 
Division of Consumer Affairs began accepting applications for the emergency graduate 
licensure program on May 5, 2020. 
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200505a.shtml  
 On Wednesday, May 6, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 138, which 
extends the Public Health Emergency declared on March 9, 2020 through Executive 
Order No. 103 and extended on April 7 through Executive Order No. 119. Under the 
Emergency Health Powers Act, a declared public health emergency expires after 30 
days unless 
renewed.  https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200506a.shtml  
 Governor Murphy announced that New Jersey has engaged a team of experts with 
national experience to conduct a rapid review of the state’s 575 long-term care facilities 
to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and reduce impacts of future outbreaks. The team 
will produce a set of recommendations for the New Jersey Department of Health and 
long-term care facilities, as well as advice on potential state or federal action to improve 
quality, safety, and resilience within New Jersey’s long-term care 
system. https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200506b.shtml  
 Governor Murphy and Superintendent of the State Police Colonel Patrick Callahan 
announced an Administrative Order clarifying that recreational and entertainment 
activities prohibited under Executive Order No. 107 (2020) are also prohibited from 
taking place within the brick-and-mortar premises of essential retail businesses that are 








Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 




New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
For the latest information regarding Agency Suspensions and Reductions: https://www1.nyc.gov/nyc-
resources/city-agency-service-updates.page  
 
For the latest NYC DOHMH 2020 Health Alert #13 regarding Pediatric Multi-System Inflammatory 








Westchester County Department of Health 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 





Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 





For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
For the latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 




Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School 
of Health Sciences and Practice  
Sherlita Amler, M.D., M.S., clinical associate professor of pediatrics, adjunct professor of 
public health and senior fellow for Center for Disaster Medicine 
Adam D. Hammerman, M.B.A., vice president and chief financial officer 
 
What Can You Do With a Public Health Degree? 




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School 
of Health Sciences and Practice 
 





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School 
of Health Sciences and Practice 
  





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School 
of Health Sciences and Practice 
  
New York Medical College News: 
Gov. Cuomo extends eviction moratorium until Aug. 20, bans fees for late payments 












Eviction moratorium for New York state renters extended until Aug. 20 





NYC health care workers catch coronavirus at below-average rate: Gov. Cuomo 












Is COVID-19 Too Complex or Are Scientists Not Writing for the Public? 
The Globe Post 
5/7/2020 
https://theglobepost.com/2020/05/07/covid-19-science/ 
Ira J. Bedzow, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine and director of the Biomedical Ethics 
and Humanities Program  
 
The Paradox of Leadership After COVID-19 
HR People + Strategy 
5/6/2020 
https://blog.hrps.org/blogpost/The-Paradox-of-Leadership-After-COVID-19 
Ira J. Bedzow, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine and director of the Biomedical Ethics 
and Humanities Program 
  





Padmini Murthy, M.D., M.P.H., M.S., M.Phil., CHES, professor of public health and global 
health director and clinical assistant professor of family and community medicine 
Vikas Grover, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, assistant professor of speech-language pathology (SLP) 
  




Armeen D. Poor, M.D., clinical assistant professor of medicine 
 
 
Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
